
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 20 March 2008] 

 p1386d-1387a 
Mr John Castrilli; Mr John Kobelke 

 [1] 

POLICE — CANINE UNITS 

2971. Mr G.M. Castrilli to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

(1) Is there currently a canine unit operating from the Bunbury Police Station and, if not, why not? 

(2) If yes to (1), how many dogs and handlers are within the unit and is it planned to continue the unit? 

(3) If there is no canine unit, when was it removed? 

(4) If there is not a canine unit currently, will it be re-established and when? 

(5) When was the canine unit in Bunbury established? 

(6) Are there any canine units in other regional areas and, if so, where are they based? 

(7) In 2000 how many canine units were based in areas outside of Perth? 

(8) Where were those canine units based? 

(9) In 2002 how many canine units were based in areas outside of Perth? 

(10) Where were those canine units based? 

(11) If any canine units in regional areas were closed since 2000, when did each closure occur and for what 
reason? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1) In mid 2007 an officer and a general purpose dog were transferred to Bunbury to replace the dog that 
was due to retire. The replacement dog became ill and in late 2007 was euthanized. Currently there are 
no operational dogs attached to the Bunbury Canine Unit.   

(2) The dog handler is currently deployed to the Bunbury Police Station and is waiting to train another 
suitable dog. 

(3) The Bunbury Canine Unit has been without a dog since late 2007. 

(4) It is envisaged the dog handler and dog will undertake a training course in June 2008. Following the 
successful completion of this course the handler and dog should return to Bunbury by September 2008. 

(5) The first dog was deployed to Bunbury in 2000. 

(6) There is one general purpose dog based in both Geraldton and Kalgoorlie. 

(7)-(8) One in Bunbury. 

(9)-(10) One in Bunbury. 

(11) No regional dog units have been closed. 
 


